
February 2023 Gracevine  

  

President’s Report  

It certainly has been a year of highs and lows! Definitely the high point 
was the very generous anonymous donation to pay off the mortgage last 
March. Probably the lowest point was the decision we made two weeks 
ago to sell the church property. Despite this generous donation the 
upkeep of the property and the increase in expenses has made this too 
much for a congregation of our size.   

With this decision, and with Pastor Keith ending his time as our interim 
pastor and going on to his much-deserved retirement, we have some 
challenges ahead of us. We will need the support and commitment of all 
those in the congregation. Not just financial support, but moral support 
as well. We will need to form a call committee. We may need a team to 
start looking at options for other worship arrangements. It is more than 
just the council can do. If you can help or are asked to serve on a team, 
please seriously consider whether this is something you can do.  

As hard as this decision is for all of us, I prefer to look at the positives. 
With the sale of the property, we will have the resources to call a pastor. 
We may be able to do more to help the community and the church. As 
several members pointed out, it is the people, not the building that make 
us a church. This decision lets us stay together as a church family.   

I would like to thank Bill Froehlich, Jack and Sharon Garner, Anthony 
Huggins, and Sam Wymer for the work they do to keep up our property 
and grounds. As well as all of you that help with the worship service and 
hospitality every Sunday. It is much appreciated.  

Holly Gruentzel, Council President  

  

  



OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING WILL BE HELD 
ON FEBUARY 5TH IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SERVICE.  It 
is important that everyone attend this service as we will be voting on 
some critical issues for our church. We will also be looking for 
volunteers to attend our annual Synod Assembly on June 9th and 10th to 
be held at Resurrection Lutheran in Oro Valley.   

  

SOCK IT TO ME PROJECT- Abounding Grace and Tucson 
Meadows church Group collected new and gently used socks for Vets at 
the VA hospital and for the Gospel Rescue Mission. The Vets at the VA 
were given 194 pairs of new socks and the Gospel Mission were given 
221 pair for a grand total of 395 pairs of socks. And we were also given 
one pair of gloves! Thank you all. It was more than I expected!   

Bernita Brisson  

  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

2/7 Will Trembley  (son of Artesia Runge)  

2/10 Mait Board  

2/11 Alan Helgeson  

2/12 Gerri Eberle  

2/21 Karen Paye  

  

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES  

2/19/53 Roland and Shirley Berner  

  

Abounding Grace Go Forward Congregation Meeting 



January 15, 2023  

Attending- 34  

Council President Holly Gruentzel opened the meeting and Pastor 
Martha Neff Stum led the Congregation in prayer.  

A motion was presented, seconded and approved to spend $2800 to have 
a commercial appraisal done on the property.  

The Congregational Council has recommended three options to the 
Congregation in the process of Going Forward-  

#1   Stay the same as we are now.  

#2   Sell the church property, call a new pastor to replace our retiring 
Pastor Lingwall and find a new place to worship.  

#3   Holy Closure- in this option we would we sell the church property 
and disband Abounding Grace Church.  

Voting was done by ballot and the majority of the congregation chose 
#2- selling the property, staying together to worship in a different place 
and calling another pastor.  

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn.    

  

OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING IS FEB. 5TH - This 
meeting will be held at 10:30, immediately following our Sunday 
service. This is not expected to be a lengthy meeting but we do have a 
number of important issues to be voted on that require your input-such 
as our annual budget, representatives to Synod Assembly (which will be 
held in Oro Valley on June 9th and 10th) as well as new council members 
(we have two open positions). Your attendance is very important! We 
look forward to seeing you there!  

  



OUR COUNCIL MEETS Feb. 6th at 5pm in the conference rm. All are 
welcome to attend. If you have an issue you would like addressed, 
please contact Holly Gruentzel to have it added to the agenda.   

  

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS-  Pastor Keith Lingwall, Susie 
Lingwall, Shirley Willamson, Madge Brewer, Larry Schmidt, Joyce 
O’Leary, Tim O’Leary, Gary George, Paul Stum, Steve Drew, Chris 
Ogler, Sage Czupofski, Ruby Yunger, David Stockstill, John Payne, 
Debbie Roberts, Jan Cohen, Kevin Williamson and Bella Guise, Malana 
Bennett. 
 
  

PRAYER CHAIN- Our church has a Prayer Chain. Anyone with a 
prayer request, please call Shirley Berner at 885-4892. Also, anyone 
that is interested in helping on the Prayer Chain please contact Shirley to 
lighten the load. Thank You!   
  

PLEASE CHECK THE SIGN UP SHEETS- we have areas where you 
can use your talents.  Thank you for helping.  
 


